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Chapter II
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE
Introduction
Pradicd or vocational educaion was not invented in the United Statesin 1917by
Prosser or Dewey, but has been known and advocaed from at least the Reformation /
Renaissance. Comeniusis cited asthe ealiest known example of the modern eraand some
examples of hispreceptsarelisted. Some of the more notable or striking events which
occaurred in the period between the end of the American Civil War (1865 andthe
enadment of Smith-Hughes (1917 are listed to help the reviewer sense the social,
cultural, eamnomic and politica environment which existed and to provide edfic
instances and examples of the extendve unrest, turbulence,and wumut of that period.
These events werea so chosen to rationalizeand justify theidentification of the three
fundamental VOTE stakeholder groups, their overt or explicit gods, objedivesand
expedations and to provide justification and rationalization for the attributed or implicit
VOTE goals, objedives and expedations of those groups. Sources of primarily economic
datafrom the end of the S2cond World War to the present such aswage rags by
educational attainment, Dow Jones Averages, commodity crop prices, treasury and
corporate bond yields, Consumer Price hdexes[CPI] and Producer Price Indexes[PH]
are briefly discussed. The inter-relationship of these data with VOTE is discussed in depth

in chapter four.

Review
Despite comnon perception, the concept of “educdion” as a preparation for lif e

and not as an initiation into esoteric lore which identified the cognizant asa menber of an
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elite, was not an American invention by John Dewey or even Charles Prosser. Rather it
has existed from at least the \ery troubled andviolent periodin Europeduring which then
new social-politica-economic structure of national-mercantilism gradually over-laid and
displaced the older medieval-manorialism' as the dominant economic / politica / social /
cultural structure and organization. John Amos Comenius (15921670 in many ways
personifies this period of violent and turbulent transition. From histime to the present,
unsettled condtions seen to havepromoted aninterest in “ education” by many of those
advesely affeded by the dvanges. To very briefly contextuali zehis writings, Comenius
wasthe leader of asmall Protestant group that regarded John Hus as their founder located
in the province of Moraviawhich islocaed for the most part in the present Czed
Republic. The“Thirty YeasWar, ” one of thelast grea European “Wars of Religion”
(which later analysis showed was waged more kecause of political and ecoromic fadors
than theologicd disputations) wasfoughtin this region during hislifetime by anumber of
outsideforces. Those wars devastated and depulated Moravia and the surrounding
regions, and in the end, Comenius and the surviving members of hiscommunity were
forced to seek asylum in Poland. Comenius was an extremely well educated man, and was
one of thefirst writers on the edwation of children. Healso published oneof thefirst
picture books for children, ateaders handbook, and one of the first elementary Latin
textbooks designed for instruction rather than simply using one or more of the classica

Latin texts by noted Roman authors” as an example andmodel.  Itis strarge thet

1 A work of fiction El Ingenioso Hidalgo Don Quixote de la Mancha by Spanish novelist Miguel de
Saavedra Cervantesin 1615givesconsiderable insight into the tensions and desonances generated by
the acaretion and co-existence of profit and patriotism onto chivalry and persona honor.

2 For example: Livi, Pliny, Cicero, and Seneca.
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Comenius is more widely known in Europe than the United States, given his positions on
education, which sean to anticipate Dewey, Lendeman and other educational reformers by
250yeas by stressng freecompusory universal edication, contextulization, lifelong
learning and constructivism, asindicated in the following quotationsfrom hiswork

Didactica Magna (The Grea Didadic) published in 1649

* “Not only the children of therich or of the powerful only, butof al aike, boys
and girls, both noble andignaoble, rich and poar, in all cities andtowns

vill ages and hamlets, should be sent to schod.”

¢ “Education isindeal necessary for al, and thisis evident if we consder the
different degrees of ability. No one daubts that those who are stupid need
instruction that they may shake off their natural ddiness Butin redity those
who are cleer nealit far more, Snce a adive mind, if not occuped with

useful things, will busy itself with what is useless curious and pernicious.”

* “The proper education of the young does not consist in stuffing their heads
with amassof words, sentences, and ideas dragged together out of various
authors, but in opening up their understanding to the outer world, so that a
living stream may flow from their own minds, just as leaves, flowers, and fruit

spring from the bud on atree”

* “If we examine oursdves, we ethat our faaulties grow in such a maner that

what goes before paves the way for what comes after.”

3 Avail able: http://www.moravian.edu/misc/docs/comenius.htm
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* “If we adknowledge that no expense should be spared in order to give one
youth athrough educaion, what can we say when the gate is opened to the

universal education for al ?’

¢  “The pupl should urderstand that what he keans snot taken out of some
Utopia or borrowed from Platonic ideas, but is one of the fads which surround

us, and that afitting acquaintancewith it will be of grea servicein hislife.”

* “If, in ead hour, aman should lean asingle fragment of some branch of
knowledge, asingle rule of some mechanicd art, asingle pleasing story or
proverb (the aqquisiion of which would require no eff ort), what a \ast gock
of leaning he might lay by. Senecais therefore right when he says: “Lifeis
long if we know how to useit.” It is consequently of importancethat we

understand the art of making the kest uses of our lives.”

CONTEXT AND CONDITIONSLEADING TO THE SMITH-HUGHESACT OF 1917
The time in Americabetween the Civil War (1861-1865 and World War | (1914

1918 American participation 19171918 was exceptionally unstable. Partially because of
the radicd shift in economic and socio-politica power caused by the civil war, but dso
due to the upheavalsin social, ecnomic and politicd norms generally attributed to the
inter-related phenomera of large-scae industrialization, massve immigration and internal
migration of both skill ed and low-cost labor which not only supported but also drove
industrialization and urbanizaion. While itis difficult to quantitatively assessthe amount
or degreeof stresson societies or culture widely separated in time that result from rapid

change, clealy American society in this period experienced stresses comparable to those
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of the reformation and disappearace of feudalism. While the overall changesin world-
view may not have been as gred, the speed with which these changes occurred was much
greder, typicdly in asingle generation. Asencapsulated by Wirthin hisbook Educaion

in the technologicd society (1980

“Industrialized Americawas a society in which powerful organizaions
emerged with nationwide constituents. In the rough-and-tumble of the post-
Civil War period, the threa of social chaos often loomed large. Inthe
absence of the ability of any one group to dominat policy, the endercy
grew for rivas to join in appeds tothe feded government for adions which
might advance mutual interests.” [p21]

To provide spedficsfor the above staterrent andhe p establi sh he contextin
which the enablng legidation for the egablishment of federdly funded VOTE wasfirst
enaded, that isthe Smith-Hughes Act of 1917, afew of the more notable events between
the end of the Civil War and the enacimert arelistedbelow. Thisis not to sugged tha
these events somehow “caused” the enadment, but ratherthey are provided to help the
reviewer “reaede” that environment. From a multi-perspedive or post-modern
viewpoint, it should also be noted that individuals from differing socio-eamnomic or ethnic
badkgrounds most likely had very different perceptions and fedings about what these
events “meant.” The following events have been seleded to demonstrate that Americain
this period was indeed turbulent, belli cose, aggressve, expansionist, and degly divided.

It isalso worth noting how similar these events ake to current concerns and problems. This
is by no means an exhaustive or extensive list but only afew of the more notable events*
which appea to have had some influencethat occurred in this period. The events were

chosen to support theidentification of primary VOTE stakeholder or interest groups, and
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to justify their sometimes implied or attributed expedations, motives and expeded
outcomes. An appredation of this historicd / evolutionary economic backdrop isan
integral component in the ecoromic andysisof the viadility of VOTE. The events
emphasizejust how extraordinary wasthe credion of a consasusby Charles Prosser
among the groups affeded, and their cooperation to obtain the passagof any legidation,
or indeeal the implementation of any coordinated inter-group adivities at any level.

* 1866-- The United States forcesthe removal of French troops from Mexico

and prevents the edablishment of a Mexican governmert controlled by France

* 1867-- Alaska purchased from Russa

* 1867-- Morethan half of al U.S. working people ae employed on farms

e 1867-- The New York State Legidature votes to establish afreepublic schod
system.

* 1867-- Midway Idandsin the Padfic are takn in he nane of the United
States August 28 by Capt. Willi am Reynolds of the U.S.S. Lakawanna.

* 1869-- Thefirst U.S. plow with a mddboard entirdy of chill ed sted is
patented by James Oliver who has established the Oliver Chill ed Plow Works.

* 1869-- Wall Stred hasitsfirst “Blad Friday” September 24, ruining small
speaulators. Financiers Jay Gould, Janes Fisk, and other freebootersincludng
President Grant’s brother-in-law try to corner the gold market, driving the

priceupto $162per ounceby nom, and ate on their way to destroying haf

* Unlessotherwise indicated all events are from The People's Chronology contained on the MicroSoft CD
ROM bodkshelf 1994
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the banks and businessesin New Y ork when Secretry of the Treasury George
Boutwell begins sdli ng government gold, bringingthe price down to $133

inside 15 minutes.

1870-- Only two Americansin 1000f 17 yeas and older are high schoal
graduates, afigure that will riseto 76 percentby 197Q Sixty-seven percent of
children between 5 and 17 ae students, afigure that will rise to 78 percent by

1920and to 87 percentby 1975.

1874-- The U.S. public high school system wins support from the Supreme
Court which rules against a citizen of Kalamazoo, Mich., who had brought suit
to prevent colledion of additional taxes. The court upholds thecity’ sright to

establish a high school and to levy new taxesto support the £hod.

1874-- A meding of the unemployed held in New Y ork’s Tompkins Square
January 13to bring public attention to widespread poverty following lag
yea’'sWall Stred collapse brings a charge by mounted police hundreds are
injured.

1883-- An Owasco, N.Y., cannery install s the first successul pea-podder

madine, repladng 600emgoyeses.

1883-- Thefirst fully automatic macdiine gun isinvented by American-born
English enginea Hiram Stevens Maxim, 43 whose Maxim/Vickers gun will be
adopted in 1889by the British army and theredter by every other major army.

Maxim’s gun is an advance over the 1861Gatling gun in hat the recal energy
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of eat hullet isemployed to ged the spent cartidge, insert the new round,

and fireit.

1884-- Chinese farm workers acount for half of California s agricultural labor
force, upfrom 10 percentin 1870 The Chinese havearsed dkes atthe
mouths of the San Joaquin and Saaamento Rivers and are redaiming millions

of aaes of rich farm lands.

1884-- Congressestablishes a Bureau of Labor in the Department of the

Interior as severe oa strikesoccur in Rennsylvania and Ohio.

1886-- The Haymarket Massaae at Chicagogives the U.S. labor movement
itsfirst martyrs and marks the beginnings of May Day as aworldwide
revolutionary memorial day. Chicago policefireinto acrowd of strikers May
1, killi ng four and wounding many others. The 17-yea-old Knights of Labor
organization holds apeacéul raly May 4 in Haymarket Square to protest the
shooting, someone throws asmall bomb that knocks down 60 policemen,

killi ng one and mortaly wounding sx others, the poli cefireinto the crowd,
and the workers sustain threetimes @&many casualties & the palice.

1886-- Labor agitation for an 8-hour day and better working conditions makes
thisthe pe& yea for strikesin 19th-century America Some 610000U.S.
workers go out on strike, and monetary losses egeed $33 million.

1887-- The Hatch Act voted by CongressMarch 2 authorizes the
establishment of agricultural experiment stationsin al states having land-grant

colleges.
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1889-- Kansas and Nebraska farmers pay 18to 24 percent interest rates on
loans, with rates sometimes going as high as 40 percent. Locd brokersand
then locd loan companies seaure fundsfrom eastern investors and take redthy

cuts for themselves.

1890-- From 75t0 90 percent of all Kansas farms are mortgaged at interest
rates averaging 9 percent. Banks have foredosed on roughly one-third of all
farm mortgagesin the state in the past decale, as drought prevented farmers
from producing enough to keep upinterest payments on loans taken out to buy

farm machinery and seed.

1890-- Railroad-related acadents kill 10,000 Americans and seriously injure

80,000

1890-- A second Morrill ad passed by CongressAugust 30 suppdementsthe
1862law, establishing experiment stations, extension services, and agricultural

reseach programsto aid U.S. farmers.

1890-- Alfred Thayer Mahan publishes “ The Influence of SeaPower Upon

History, 1660—1783

1891-- The papa encyclicad Rerum Novarum issued May 15 by Leo XIlI
(Gioacdino Pece) points out thatempoyers haveimportant mord duties as
members of the possessng classand that one of society’sfirst dutiesisto

improve the position of the workers.
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1892-- A wave of strikesfor higher wagesin the United Statesis touched off
by higher pricesthat have resulted from last yea’s poor crops. New Y ork’s

first Labor Day parade September 5 brings out 30,000 marchers.

1892-- “American workmen are subjeded to peril of lifeandlimb asgreat as a

soldier in time of war,” says President Harrison.

1893-- A survey of Brooklyn, N.Y ., schoolsrevedsthat 18 classes have 90to

100 students ead, while one clasgoom isiammed with 158.

1893-- The Pullman PalaceCar Co. reduces wages by one-fourth, obliging
workersto labor for aimost nothing while crarging them full rentsin company

housing at Pullman, 1ll., and charging inflated prices atcompany food store.

1893-- Kelly’sIndustrial Army marches on Washington, D.C., 1,500strong to
demand relief which is not forthcoming from Congress Led by “General”
Charles T. Kelly, the army of unempoyed workersfrom Cdifornia arrives for

the most part via boxcar.

1894-- Pullman PalaceCar workers strike May 1 to protest wagecuts, and a
general strike of western rail-roads begins June 26as Eugere V. Debs orders
his railway workersto boycott Pullman. U.S. troops enter Chicago in July to
enforcefederal lawsin the Pullman strike. A federal grand jury indicts Debs for

interfering with the mails and with interstate commerce.
1896-- Willi am Jennings Bryan proclaims “Y ou shall not pressdown upon the
brow of Iabor this crown of thorns, you shall not crucify mankind upon a cross

of gold,”
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1897-- Hawaii annexed by the US

1898-- The US battleship Maine blows up in Cuba. The Spanish American war
fought and Americagains control of Cuba, Guam, Puerto Rico and the
Philippines. More U.S. troopsin the Spanish-American War die from eding
contaminated med than from battle wourds. The dceaths raise apubli c outcry

for reform of the meatpading industry.

1898-- John W. Gates beames president of American Sted & Wire, which
has a virtual monopoly in barbed wire. He has established his own barbed wire

company at St. Louis and negotiated a series of mergers and consolidations.

1898-- National Biscuit Co. isformed by a consolidation of New Y ork
Biscuit, American Biscuit and Manufaduring, United States Baking, and
United States Biscuit . Adolphus W. Green heads the new company, whose

114 bakeries comprise 90 percent of all mgor U.S. commecid bakeries.

1898-- Virden, Ill., coal mine operators attempt to breaka strike by importing
200nonunion dadk workers, an adion that provokes violence 14 minersare
killed and 25 woundel in the Qctober 12 Mt. Olive massaerthat brings
demands for a union.

1899- The American Sugar Refining trust has aimost a 100 percent monoly
inthe U.S. industry.

1899-- E. I. du Pont de Nemoursisincorporated in Delaware and now

controls 90 percent of U.S. blasting powder production and 95 percent of U.S.

gunpowder production.
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1900- Hills Bros. in San Francisco begins pading roast ground coffeein
vaauum tinsto begin anew erain coffeemarketing. It isthe beginning of the
end for the coff eeroasting shops comnon row in every town and the coffee

mill seen in almost every U.S. kitchen.

1901-- The Industrial Commisson heas a government witnesstestify that a
steam sheller can shell abushel of cornin 1.5 minutes versus 100 minutes for
the same job done by hand and that awhea combine can doin 4 minutes what
it would take a nan 160minutes to reg, bind, and thresh by hand.

1901-- United States Sted Co. iscreaed by J. P. Morgan, who underwrites a
succesgul public offering of stock in the world’ sfirst $1 billi on corporation
1901-- American Can Co. iscreded by amerger of 175U.S. can makers
engineged by W. H. Moore and Indiana baker Danid Reid. The Gan Trust
turnsout 90 percent of U.S. tin-plated sted cans.

1902-- United States Sted Co. hastwo-thirds of U.S. sted-making capadty.
1902-- Smugder-Union mine manager Arthur Collinsis assassnated
November 19in hishome at Teluride, Colo., foll owing settlement of aviolent
strike aginst the mneby the Wedern Federation of Miners. Four hundred
national guardsmen will go into Telluride next yea to suppressthe WFM.
1902-- United Mine Workers leader John Mitchell |eals his 147,000 anthradte
coal workersout of the pitsMay 12 to begin a 5month strike that cripplesthe
United States. Mine operators and railroad presdents have rejectedn

invitation from Mitchell to attend a confererce, they continue to oppose
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unionization, and George F. Baker of Philadelphiaand Realing Cod & Iron
saysJuly 17, “The rights and interess of the boring man will be protecied
and cared for—not by the labor agitators, but by the Christian men to who

God in Hisinfinite wisdom has given the control of the property interess of

thiscountry. . ”

1903-- National Cash Register'sJ. H. Paterson giveshis exeautive Thomas
JohnWatson, 29, abudget of $1 million to start acompany that will pose & a
rival to NCR but will adually take control of the U.S. usedcashregister

business

1903-- American BrassCo. is creded by amerger of U.S. copper companies
that include the Guggenheim family’s American Smelting and Refining, United
Copper (contralled by Montaramine operator Frederick Augustus Heinze,
34), and Amalgamated Copper (controlled by Standard Oil’sH. H. Rogers and

Ananda’ s Marcus Day).

1903-- Private citizens with the connivanceof the U. S. government enginee
arevolution to seizecontrol of the Isthmus of Panamfrom Columhkato
construct the Panama Cah

1905-- International workers of the World (IWW) founded.

1906-- E. I. du Pont de Nemours has bought up or otherwise absorbed the

other members of the 34-yea-old Gunpowder Trade Association (Powder

Trust) and has a nea-monopoly in the U.S. powder industry. It produces 100
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percent of the privately-made smokelesspowder and from 60to 70 percent of
five other kinds of explosives.

1906-- Corn Products Refining Co. is creded by Standard Oil diredor E. T.
Bedford whose “gluten trust” controls 90 percent of U.S. corn refining
cgpadty. The company’sKaro syrupwill soon bea household name.

1909-- U.S. Marines oust Nicaragua s president.

1909-- Bakelite, developed by Belgian-American chemist Leo Hendrik
Baekeland, 46, isthe world' sfirst polymer.

1910-- Seventy percent of U.S. brea is baked at home, down from 80 percent
in 1890

1910-- The averag U.S. workingman eanslessthan $15perweek, working
hours range from 54 to 60 hours, and there iswide irregularity of employment.
1912-- U.S. Marinesland in Honduras in February, in Cuba 4 months later,
and in Nicaraguain August to proted American nteress.

1913-- A sensational report published February 28 by the House Committee
on Banking and Currency, chaired by U.S. congressman Arsene P. Pujo (D-
Louisiand), exposesthe“money trust” that controls U.S. financial power.
1913-- The United States has 40 percent of world industrial production, up
from 20 percentin 1860.

1913-- Sixteenth Amendment to the U. S. Constitution ratified permitting a

national income tax, and the Federal Reserve Board establi shed.
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1913-- The averag British worker still eanslessthan £1 perweek ($5 in

U.S. currency) while American workers average more than $2 per day.

1913-- The United Mine Workers strike Colorado Fuel and Iron to protest
policies of the company controlled by Standard Oil’s John D. Rockefell er; two
mines are set &fire, 27 strikers are killed. The Ludow massaae April 20
climaxesastrugge by Colorado coa miners strugding for recognition of their
United Mine Workers union. A battle with state militianea Trinidad ends with
21 deaincludng two women and 11 children caught in tentsthathave been
set ablaze angry strikers take possesgon of the Colorado codl fields, and they

do not yield until feded troopswith artill ery support movein June 1.

1914-- The Smith-Lever Act passed by CongressMay 8 provides for
agricultural extension services by USDA county agents working through the

land-grant coll eges established urder the 1890Morrill Act.

1914-- Threas of labor troublesin ealy January have led Henry Ford to offer
workers a minimum wage of $5 per day—more than twicethe averag U.S.

wage and more than he average English worker eansin aweek.

1915-- The Wedth and Income of the People of the United States by
eoonomist Wilford Isbell King points out the ncreasing concentration of
income in the hands of the few, an indicaion of the neal for agraduated
income tax (see1913. In 1910 King observed, therichest 1.6 percent of U.S.
familiesrecaved 19 percent of the national income, up from 10.8 percent in

189Q While therichest 2 percent of the pguation receved 204 percent of
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the national income and averaged $3386 per capitain income, the poorest 65

percent recaved 386 percent andaveraged $197.

1916-- A San Francisco PreparednessParade July 22 is disrupted by a bomb
explosion that kill s9 and wounds 40. Labor leader Thomas J.Mooney, 34, is
acased along with Warren K. Billi ngs, 22, of having planted thebomb, both
protest theirinnocerce, Mooney is convictedand condemned to deah, Billi ngs
is given life imprisonment.

1916-- Britain’srefusal to permit U.S. imports of German knitting needles
needed in U.S. mills has drawn a sharp protest from Washington in May, and
Washington protests again when the London Official Gazéte bladklists some

30 U.S. firmsunder the British Trading with the Enemy Act of July 18.

1916-- Ireland’s Easter rebdli on beginning April 24 lass a week lut has little
popular support. Former British consular official Roger Casement has had no
successin raising a brigade of Irish war prisonersin Germany, a U-boat has
landed him April 20 to support the Irish Republican Brotherhood led by
Patrick Henry Pease, but German aid failsto materialize While 150,000Irish
volunteas fight for the king in Flanders, some 2,000rebelsrise at Dublin,
police arest the rebel |ealers. People hissthem but they becme martyrs when

convicted of treason and hanged August 3.
1917-- Berlin notifies Washington January 31 that unrestricted submarine
warfare will begin the next day, the United States se\ersrelations with

Germany February 3. The United States dedares war on Germany April 6.
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* 1917-- Smith-Hughes ad enaded into law.

At least from the time that Charles Prosser was able to creaethe calition of
industry, farmers, unions, feminists and governmental agences which resulted in the
passage of the first federal vocaional educaion ad in 1917 one of the most fundamental

and basic assunptions supporting VOTE wasthat al groups and the nation as a whole

would benefit from its existenceand qeration, dthough probadly not to the same extent
at all timesfor everyone involved. It appers that a fundanental, although tacit and
implicit possbly subliminal, assumption among k these groups was that asthe
perceived “ problems’ were diredly caused by a lack of (or incarred) “ educaton,” thus
“education” with its multitude of nuarces and meanings was to be the tool or mechansm
by which their objediveswasto be obtaind.

However as stated by Gregson®: “To gain greaer insight it is helpful to recognize
two opposing perspedivesemerged in the late 180@ and have contributed to the current
discourse. One view has been labeled asinstrumental because it contends that the pupose
of schooling isto increase social and economic efficiency . Thisview was espoused by two
leading educaors at the turn of thecentury, Snedden, then the Commisgoner of
Education for the Commonwedth of Massadhusetts, and Charles Prosser, who later
becane Exeautive Diredor of the National Society for the Promotion of Industrial

Educaion (NSRE), becane lealing advocates of semndary vocationa educdaion astrade

® Paraphrased from “The schod -to-work movement and youth apprenticeship in the U.S.: Educational
reform and democratic rerewal?” Journal of Industrial Teacher Education, 32(3), 7-29 Available:
http://barg.lib.vt.edweournal I TE/V32n3/Gregson.html
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training . Impressed with the research and writings of Frederick W. Taylor®, Snedden
adapted Taylor's theories on scientific management to schodingin anattempt to better
med the reeds of industry.”

While the “ Social Efficiency” model has largely fallen into disrepute with most
current reseachersit iswell to remember that in the last yeas of the Twentieth century
the best predictors of both occupational choice and socid/ecoromic stausfor a student
remain the occupation and status of the same gender parent. It isalso well to remember
that for many, if not most, people at the ime Smith-Hughes was enaded, the choice was
not between vocational and traditional acalemic edwcation but rather between vocationa
educaion and no educdion at al. Charles Prosger, “Chief of Staff” for the National
Society for the Promotion of Industrial Education [NSHE] explicitly identified threebasic
eoonomic sedors with an implicit fourth which VOTE, as defined in Smith-Hughes, was

expeded to positively impad. (Cuban 48) These wes:

Agriculture;

Trade and Industry;
* Home Economics; and implicitly
e Government
Thedivision of VOTE interest or stakeholder groups ismore meanngful by the
following functional categoriesrather than by spedfic ecoromic ssdor. The eviewer is

cautioned that it isnow difficult to sepaatethe gods, objedivesand expectdions which

® Taylor, Frederick Winslow (18561915 American inventor, engineq, and efficiency expert noted for his
innovationsin industrial engineeing and management. While not intended asan ad hominemattack,
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Charles Prosser used to promote and alvarce the walition for Smith-Hughes from those
goals, objedives and expedations that were pre-existing, nor can the priorities of these
goals, objedives and expedations within the groups then existing now be determined. In
view of the incidents and events listed above, and directand explicit statenentsin the
literature the “official” objedives, goals and expeded outcomes of VOTE used by Charles

Prosser to obtain the enaciment of Smith-Hughes (1917 were:

e Government -- Although this period was charaderized by the dmost universd
espousing of laisezfaire ecoromicsand freefor-all “statesrights’ politics,
“government” at all levels asan hdependent self-perpetuating entity and the
politicians had considerable self-interest in the assimedand perceived eff eds
of VOTE. In modern terminology these included:

* National Defense condderations spedfically amament production

* Other National Defense material considerations such asfood,
communicaions, transportation, and clothing

* Economic independence by domestic production rather than import

* Increased domestic ecnomic adivity by domegic produdion

* Increased revenue by broadening the tax base, rather than by increasing

rates which is always unpopular

* Increasing citizen support for (or at least acceptance of) existing

eoconomic and socid order

it iswell to remenber that Taylor had no pedagogical experienceand is known to have suffered from
severe depresson and had at |east one rervous coll apse.
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Mesding the empoyers neeadsfor trained labor from domestic sources
rather than through immigration both to avoid dilution of existing

voting blocs and smple xenophobia

* The Wage Payers or Employers --

Adequate or at least an increased suppy of trained labor

Increased profits by maximizing production and minimizing waste using
existing plant and eguipmentbecause of improvedempoyee
gualifications and competence.

Increased profits through heintroduction of new or improved
technology and productsmadepossille because of the availability of

trained and educated employees

A workforcethat “understood” the redities of industrial life and would
support (or at least accept) it, thus minimizing labor unrest, sabotage
and work stoppages.

A desire resulting from both self-interest and patriotism to hawe the
American economy as independent as possble, and to produce goods
better than, or at least as good as those produced anywhere. The intent

was to minimizethe nead to import and maximize exports.

* Farmers, Ranchers (and other self employed entrepreneurs) --

Improved income and deaeased work load as aresult of not only their
improved knowledge, skill s, and methods, but aso the (increasd)

avail ability and lower costs of new and improved sedds, céatle breeds
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(products), madciinery and equipment made possble by a better
educaed and trained urban workforce organized for massproduction.

* Animplicit or tadt expedation seensto have existed that a betr
educaed and trained urban workforcewould gpend part of their
increased earnings on more andbetier food (and other goads) thus
increasing domestic consumption and raising prices

* TheWage Earners or Employees --

* Improved incomes, improved working conditions, and decreasd work

loads as aresult of their improved knowledge, skill s, and methods

(Working smarter not harder in the modern idiom.)

* Increased employment opportunities because of new industries made
possble by the existerce of adequadly skilled and educadd |abor

* Improved social and economic status by advancing from “unskilled” to
“skill ed” labor

* Pridein making American products better than, or at least as good as,
any produced in the world

* Pridein (appropriate) participative citizen$ip by more df edivey
taking partin adivities toimprove their community by improving ther
communicaions and organizaional skill sand knowledge of the world.

* TheHouse-Wife --

¢ Maximizetheir contribution to their family unit by improving the

quality and quantity of their outpu such assewing, baking andcanning,
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while minimizing out-of-pocket costs by improving their knowledge
and skill's

* Producebetter citizens through increased knowledge of “correct’ child
reaing pradicesand providingthe best possble home for their

husband and children

* More efledivdy participaein adivities toimprove their community by
improving their communicaions and organizational skillsand
knowledge of the world.

By no later than the ealy sxties, Home Economics had become obsolete kecause
the amount of gain to the overall ecoromy producel by unpaid or norcash-income
producing adivities in the home such as canning, baking, and sewing of clothes had
proportionally beacome very small. From aculturd perspedive, it appeas that the total
benefits from outside cash empoyment were now percaved by most people tofar exceed
the total benefits of productive but non-income producing domestic adivities.

Agriculture, asdiscussed in greder detail in the short evaluation of Ag-Ed has
fragmented into two major subdivisions. “Classcd” Agricultural Education [Ag-Ed]
continuesto assume that the indvidual will participatein this secor as a geeally
independent entrepreneur, with substantial control over their choice of products, means of
production, hours and conditions of labor, et cetera. “Modern” Ag-Ed or agri-businessis
effedively a sub-divison of “Trade and Industry” with food and fiber inputs rather than
chemicds, oil and ores, in that the articipants are genally pad (athough possilly highly
paid and technicd) labor with little or no control over products produced, means of

production, terms and conditions of employment, et cetera. Thusthe airrent basic or
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fundamental economic segments diredly affeded by VOTE as defined by the current
study are:

* Tradeand Industry, including serviceand agri -business(wage payers)

¢ Classcd (cash crop production) Agriculture (sdf empoyedentreprereurs)

e  Government

The fourth economic segment with avery large but not primary stakein VOTE

arethe VOTE teaders, administrators and organizaions, colledively identified as VOTE
praditioners. Therationale for this separatelassfication isthat VOTE wasnever
intended to provide empoyment for theindividuals ” in this category nor to establish and
maintain organizations independent of the other threegroupsasawhole. Inded, if
VOTE asit is presently implemented were to abruptly vanish, the other threegroups
would continue to exist with some, but generally minimal, change, but if any of the three
basic groups listed above were to be grealy reduced or eliminated, VOTE asit is
presently defined and implemented would almost certainly disappea or be changed
beyond reaognition. To include VOTE teadiers, administrators and organizations as a
basic stake-holder group would be a clasi€ exanpleof “thetail wagging the dog.”

From afunctional clasgficaion the aurrent basic stakeholder categories, in no

particular order, are:
¢ Tradeand Industry, including serviceand agri -business(wage payers)

¢ Classcd (cash production) Agriculture (and self employed entrepreneurs)

" Because of considerable personal interest, adue and dli gent seach wasmadeby this reseacher, without
result, for afederal, state or local “Vocational Teacher’sand Administrator’s Full Employment Act.”
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¢ Government as an independent and self-perpetuating entity

* Workers (wage eaners)

While there are nany objedives, gods and expeced aitcomeslisted above which
are not overtly economic, nealy al of these consderations ae ultimatdy based on, or at
least substantially affeded by, “economics,” therefore thefoll owing United States
eqnomic data, as provided by the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics [BLS],
Bureau of the Censug BC], National Agricultural Statistica Service[NASS, other
governmental agencies, educational ingtitutions and industry sources, will be combined
and examined in detail in the following chapters using the aboveexpedationsand common
emnomic assunptions as criteria. Because this information is only minimally informative
inisolation, only datatitles/ descriptions are included below. The adud graphs and
graphswill be found in Chapters Four (Findings), Five (Discusson) andin the gppendices.
In some casa to preserve the continuity of thought / argument thes arecombined in a
single sedion. In most casesif the datain tabular format issSzable it islocaed in the

“Tabular Data” sedion in the Appendix.

e Median’ individual income by educational attainment in current and constant

value (CPI) dollars

* Poverty rates of full time workers asagroup and by gender

8 Such asthe law of suppy and demand

® Where possble median values are used in place of averages because the median minimizes the skewing
affed of outlying data points, for example the dfed of professonal athlete and corporate CEO annual
salaries on the “average’” income. The median, like the average, isa measure of central tendercy
which indicates the value such that one-half of all readings are below and one-half of al readings are
aboweit.
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¢ Median individual incomesin total and by gender in current and constant value
(CPI) dollars

* United States GINI coefficient of income distribution

¢ Consumer Pricelndex [CPI] and Producer Pdelndex [PR] series

¢ GrossDomestic Product [GDP] annualized growth rate by state

e State edwadion atiainment asfradion of popuation

e State deah ratesfrom nurder, acadent, and total in occurrences per 100,000

¢ Personal and small-businessbankruptciesfiled urder clapter 13by yea

* Dow-Jones stock averagsin current and constantvaue (CPI) dollarsin linear

and log-linea chart format
¢ United States Treasury and AAA corporate yealy average bond yields

* Mid-Yea Average [MY A] pricesfor corn, whed, soybeans, swine and cattle

in current and constant value (CPI) dollarsin linea and log-linea chart format
¢ Effediveindividual incometax rates by yea

*  Number and types of bankruptciesfiled in total and by state

The comnonly hed assunption aout along continuing and airrent (1998)
general shortage of qualified retail sales, skilled and technicd employeesis also
investigated. On-line media sources which examine this “shortage” in detall from alocd

perspedive include:
The American Prosped http://epn.org/prosped/34/ 34l estnf/htmp
Boston City Journal www.amcity.com/boston/012797storyl.html

Criner, Oscar H. www.nbfront.org/html/FRONTa.. .ticles' TechLabar Shortage.html
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Denver BusinessJournal www.amcity.com/denver/stories/052697story.html
Houston BusinessJournal www.amcity.com/houston/stories/051198storyl.html
Information Week www.iweek.com/author/runtime7.htm
N. Colorado BusinessReport www.ncbr.com/aug971aborroundtable.htm
Witi cha BusinessJournal www.sfbt.com/wichita/stories/021698storiesl.html

Two frequently cited sources by reseachersin the current socio-economic area ee
“The End of Work” by Jeremy Rifkin, and “W hen Work Disappeas’ by Willi am Julius
Wilson. Rifkin usesamaao - globd perspedive to examine dianghng emnomic
conditions from the top down, while Wilson concentrates on the spedalized niche of
minority, predominantly blad ghettosin urban Americaand tus examnes changingthe
conditions from the bottom up. While differing in particulars, both authors agreeon the
major affeds. Wilson, by confining hisreseach to the indicated nichestendsto leave the
impresgon that the ill affeds of these banges are somehow limited to minority enclavesin
major urban areas. Thisisnot the cae. All ethnic groupsin al social settings from rural
to highly urbanized are affeced. Indeel, even hose groups who hawe obtainedarising
rather than afalling income from these changes appa to be adversely aff eded kecause of
increasesin crime, random violence, and vandalism which are resulting in increased costs
for home seaurity systems, auto alarms and limitations on freedom of movement. Rifkin
tersely states seved key fads:

For the whole of the modern era, people’ sworth has been measured by the

market value of their [abor. Now that the commadity value of human labor

is becoming increasingly tangential and irrelevant in an ever more automated

world order, new ways of defining human worth and socid relationghips will

neal to be explored. [Rifkin xviii]

Businessconsultants like John C. Skerritt worry about the ecnomic and

socia consequences of re-engineeing, “We can see nany, many ways that
jobs can be destroyed,” says Skerritt, “but we can’'t seewhetre they will be
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creaed.” Others, like John Scully, formerly of Appe computer, believe that
the “reorganization of work” could be as masve and destabili zing as the
advent of the Industrial Revolution. “Thismay be the biggest social issue of
the next 20yeas,” says Scully. Hans Olaf Henkel, CEO of IBM
Deutschland, warns, “Thereisarevolution underway.” [Rifkin 7]

Thefad isthat whilelessthan 1 percent of dl U. S. Companiesemgoy 500
or more workers, these big firms still employ more than 41 percent of all the
workersin the private sedor at theend of the last decale. [Rifkin 10]

A 1993study by the Department of Labor found that lessthan 20 percent of
those who were retrained urder feded programsfor didocatd workers
were able to find new jobs paying at least 80 percent of their former salary.
[Rifkin 26]

In our highly industrialized urbanculture, most people would probably be
surprised to lean that thefood and fiber industry is the single largest
industry in the United States. More than 20 percent of the GNP and 22
percent of the workforceis dependent on crops grown on America's
agricultural lands and animals raised on feallots and in fadory farms. [Rifkin
110

Government figures on employment are often misleading, masking the true
dimensions of the unfolding job crisis. For example, in August 1993the
federal government announced that nealy 1,230,000jobs had been creaed
in the United Statesin thefirst half of 1992 What they failed to say was
that 728000 0f them -- nealy 60 percent -- were part-time, for the most
part in the low-wage serviceindustries. [Rifkin 167]

The partia transfer of personal loyalties and commitments away from the
market and the public sedor and to the informal, social economy
foreshadows fundamental changes in institutional alignments and a new
social compad as different from the one governing the market eraasit, in
turn, is different from the feudal arrangement of the medieval erathat
precaled it. [Rifkin 217

Wilson makes the following peretrating observations:

The problems reported by the residents of poor Chicago neighborhoods are
not a consequence of poverty alone. Something far more devastating has
happened that can only be attributed to the energence of concentrated and
persistent joblessessand its crippling effeds on neighborhoods, families,
and individuals. [Wilson 16-17]

The bladk-white differential in the proportion of malesinvolved in serious
violent crime, although almost even at age 11, increasesto 3:2 over the
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remaining yeas of adolescence, and reades adifferential of nealy 4:1
during the late twenties. However, when Elli ott compared only employed
bladk and white males, he found no significant differencesin violent behavior
patterns among the two groups by age 21. Employed bladk males like white
males, experienced a predpitous dedine in serious violent behavior following
their adolescent period. Accordingly, amajor reason for the lacid ggpin
violent behavior after adolescenceis joblessiess alarge proportion of
joblessblack males do not assume adut rolesand responsibilities, and ther
serious violent behavior istherefore more likely to extend into adulthood.
[Wilson 22]

One of the ealiest gudes to examine the dfedsof persistent unemployment
was conducted over fifty years ago by Marie Johoda, Paul F. Lazesfeld, and
Hans Seisdl in Mareinthal, a small industrial community in Austria“at the
time of adepresson that was much worse than anything the United States
went through.” ...“One of the man theses of the Maeinthd study was that
prolonged unemgoyment leads to a state of apathy in which thevic tims do
no utilizeany longereven he few opportunitiesleft tothem” ... Cut off
from their work and deprived of contad with the outsde world, the workers
of Marienthal have lost the maeérial and mord incentives to makeuse of
their time. Now that they are no longer underany presaure, the urdertake
nothing new and drift gradwdly out of an orderedexisterceinto one tret is
undisciplined and empty. Looking badk over any period of this freetime,
they are unable to recdl anything worth mentioning. [Wilson 73-74]



